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Community Services of Greater Brockton
At the Community Services of Greater
Brockton (CSGB) Awards Ceremony on June
8, 2022, OCES was honored with two awards.

COVID-19 Agency Hero Award
This special award, given solely in 2022, recognized OCES for its
outstanding service that personified the spirit of service,
courage, justice, and commitment during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Even though the agency’s daily operations changed significantly, OCES
continued to provide all their pre-pandemic services. They also expanded
programs and services to meet the new and changing needs of the
community. Essentially, OCES remained open and delivered services
throughout the pandemic. With primarily office-based onsite staff prior to
COVID-19, OCES converted to a remote workforce within 24 hours.

The Excellence In Human Services Award
OCES aspires to
welcome everyone
without exception!
Whether you are looking
for help or are
interested in helping
others, we are here to
support you.

508. 5 8 4 . 1 561

Jordan Stocker, Options Counselor at OCES, received CSGB’s Excellence In
Human Services Award. This award is given to an outstanding employee
or volunteer at a Human Services Agency who has at least two years of
work experience in Human Services; works directly with clients at least
fifty percent of their time; and has been outstanding in their community
service and collaboration. Stocker, who joined OCES in 2019, was
nominated for this award for his commitment to consumers in the
Greater Brockton community, along with his commitment to the OCES
Team. Stocker is dedicated to assisting older adults and individuals with
disabilities, and ensuring they are able to access and understand the
resources that may be available to them. There is an increased need for
assistance as more people face housing instability, behavioral health
issues, and financial concerns including being able to afford vital
medications. Stocker has been asked to join several community groups to
collaborate; determine ways to assist those in need; and provide input on
concerning issues. He is focused on best serving those who are in need so
they may live safely and independently in their community.
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Volunteer Appreciation Awards

A S A P PROGRAM S
D I R ECTOR
Jodie McDonald joined OCES
in November 2021 and
oversees the Home Care
Program’s Care
Management and Nursing
Services, and Information
and Referral department.

NETWORK MANAGER
In her new role, Sharyn
Vecchione will be
responsible for overall
management and security
of OCES’ technology
network infrastructure
to support their hybrid
workforce, network
security program
applications, and
communications systems.

OCES is a National President’s Volunteer Service
Award (PVSA) Certifying Organization. The PVSA
honors outstanding volunteers and recognizes the
impact they make. The PVSA’s highest honor, the
prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award recognizing
4000+ volunteer hours in a lifetime, was presented to
two volunteers. Joseph Tyler Jr., a resident of Halifax,
has impacted others with his infectious smile and sense of humor for
many years as a volunteer; and Bill Raymond, a resident of Middleboro,
MA, who volunteers by transporting seniors to their medical
appointments regardless of location and will volunteer 8 hours a day
driving if needed.
The PVSA’s Annual Gold Award, marking 500+ volunteer hours for the
year, was presented to four volunteers: Steve Sundell of Easton, MA, a
SHINE Counselor for 12 years; Fred Ciliberto of Hanover, MA, a
volunteer for many years at the Hanover COA; Walter Hempel of
Duxbury, MA, a long-time volunteer of both the Duxbury COA as well as
the Project Gurnet & Bug Lights, Inc.; and John Ruthkowski of Duxbury,
MA who has been involved with AARP tax preparation for several years,
devoting well over 700 hours each year to the Kingston and Duxbury
COAs to prepare taxes for more than 250 clients.
The Make a Difference Award is given by OCES and the RSVP-PC to
recognize exceptional volunteers for their dedication to helping others
making a big impact on the community. This award was presented to:
John Durnan of Duxbury who has been traveling to Brockton to deliver
meals since the beginning of the pandemic in 2020; and G. Mike Pauley
of Brockton who is a longtime volunteer at the Caffrey Towers and
Campello High Rise buildings in Brockton and was instrumental in
delivering meals during the pandemic.

OCES BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
PERFECT ATTENDANCE
Beverly Pavasaris and
Richard Young were
recognized for perfect
attendance at the fiscal
year 2022 monthly OCES
Board of Director meetings.
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Wareham Connects

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day was a Success!!

OCES participated in the
Wareham Connects
Resource Fair at the Police
Station on May 25, 2022.

On Wednesday, June 15th and Thursday, June 16, 2022, OCES and
Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy Cruz, Plymouth County Sheriff’s
Department, the Plymouth Center for Active Living (CAL), Brockton Council
on Aging, Plymouth Chamber of Commerce, Brockton and Plymouth Police
departments, Brockton Fire Department and over 180 community
supporters marched to raise awareness about elder abuse and neglect.
Many wore purple “End Elder Abuse” t-shirts and carried handmade signs.
“It was amazing to see a sea of purple t-shirts lining the sidewalks of
Plymouth,” said Teresa Kourtz, LSW, MSG, OCES’ Protective Services
Director. “Events for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) bring our
communities together by shining a light on the hidden problem of elder
abuse. OCES encourages anyone who suspects abuse to report it to the
Centralized Intake Unit (Elder Abuse Hotline) at 1-800-922-2275. Be
proactive and be a part of the solution to help end elder abuse.”
OCES and all the community partners were thrilled to have such a large
crowd of supporters as they marched. A special thank you to our event
sponsors: Heart to Home Meals; Plymouth County District Attorney’s
Office; Friendly Care, Inc; Harbor One Bank; Bluestone Bank; Anodyne;
Moose Club Of Plymouth; and One Stop Painting.

C E L EBRATING T H E
IN D EPENDENCE O F
O L D ER ADULTS A N D
IN D EPENDENCE
DAY!
July is a time to celebrate
independence! In addition
to celebrating the
anniversary of U.S.
Declaration of
Independence on July 4th,
OCES also celebrates 48
years of supporting the
independence and dignity
of older adults and
individuals with disabilities.
We do this through the
provision of essential
information and services
that promote healthy and
safe living. Learn more
about our services.
https://www.ocesma.org/cele
brating-the-independence-ofolder-adults-andindependence-day/
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Heat and Older Adults
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Why are older adults more prone
to heat stress?
Older adults do not adjust as well
as young people to sudden
changes in temperature.
They are more likely to have a
chronic medical condition that
changes body responses to heat.
They are more likely to take
prescription medicines that affect
the body’s ability to control its
temperature or sweat.

Caregiver Checklist
Keep a close eye on those in your
care by visiting them at least twice
a day, and ask yourself these
questions:
Are they drinking enough
water?
Do they have access to air
conditioning?
Do they know how to keep
cool?
Do they show any signs of heat
stress?

Contact Us
Give us a call for
more information
about our services

OCES
144 Main Street
Brockton, MA 02301
(508) 584-1561
ocesinfo@ocesma.org

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/older-adults-heat.html

Visit us on the web at
www.ocesma.org
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