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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY
OCES Raising Awareness of Elder Abuse through a Virtual Event
Lifting up Voices to Help Stop Elder Abuse
June 15th was World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) and Old Colony
Elder Services (OCES) hosted a virtual event for the public to raise
awareness of elder abuse. Starting June 15th and through the end of the
month we invited the public to share what they did to generate awareness
about this important cause.
How it Worked
Individuals participated in OCES’ virtual event by simply taking a photograph
of themselves holding up a sign with how they are helping in the community
by being a voice, to help prevent, and/or raise awareness about elder abuse.

OCES aspires to
welcome everyone
without exception.

Whether you are
looking for help or
are interested in
helping others, we
are here to

“OCES’ first virtual event was a huge success! We are thankful for all the
organizations and individuals that took part to lift up their voices and raise
awareness about elder abuse,”
explained Teresa Kourtz, LSW, MSG,
Protective Services Director at OCES.
“Even with social distancing, we worked
together, to collaborate and build
awareness to this important issue in our
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community.”
OCES would like to “Thank All” that
participated in this year’s virtual event.
During challenging times we are so
thankful for our local community that
came together to support this very
important cause.
Check out some of the highlights of the
event, see page 2 for more pictures…..

www.ocesma.org
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To look at more pictures visit OCES’ WEAAD event page, https://www.facebook.com/events/602292773713778/
or follow OCES @OCESMA on Facebook for more information.

HOMECARE SUPPORT
OCES HOMECARE DEPARTMENT AND SITUATIONAL TEAM
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought about unprecedented
challenges for older adults who are struggling to maintain
independence in their own homes. Older adults and those
with serious underlying health conditions are most
vulnerable to COVID-19. With social distancing and other
guidelines in effect, many older adults are staying home and
are isolated from family members, friends or neighbors who
may be depended upon for some form of support such as
transportation, cooking, personal care, help with
homemaking, grocery shopping or other errands. This has
contributed to older adults’ increased need for home-based
care services to accomplish activities of daily living (i.e.
bathing, meal preparation, etc.), obtain meal delivery,
among other supports.

Consumer is a 76 year old female who was
diagnosed with COVID19 and then
hospitalized for 50 days. When she returned
home, we were able to reinstate her services.

In addition, she had lost a lot of weight due to
being ill and was now not able to do her
grocery shopping because of the pandemic.

So, we were able to approve
the quality
of life
for the

Consumer.

As a nonprofit agency serving older adults and individuals
She was
with disabilities throughout Plymouth County and
pleased with
surrounding towns, OCES continues to address the needs
this service and thankful
of our consumers and the local community. Our agency is in
for this option versus
close contact with the Massachusetts Executive Office of
the alternative.”
Elder Affairs (EOEA), the Department of Public Health, and
is following their guidance as well as the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) recommended
best practices. OCES continues to provide services and is
in close communication with our extensive network of in-home service providers, councils on aging, health care
partners, and community partners to deliver services in a safe and effective manner.

OCES’ home-based care services, or “homecare”, helps older adults and individuals with disabilities to remain
safe and independent at home. Whether for short-term needs or for ongoing support, homecare encompasses a
wide range of supports and may be provided in your own home or that of a family member or friend, in elder
housing or private apartment. Homecare options include (but are not limited to) care management, personal
care, homemaking, transition support (upon discharge from hospital or nursing facility), and home-delivered
meals.
In fact, the demand for meals over the past few months has dramatically increased. OCES serves over 2,000
meals each weekday as part of its Meals on Wheels (MOW) program. All meals are planned by an OCES
nutritionist. OCES requires social distancing and the wearing of masks and gloves in all meal deliveries. The
meals are placed on the consumer’s porch or put in a plastic grocery bag (which is provided by the Nutrition
department) and hung on the doorknob.
Communication is key
OCES has established a “Situational Awareness Team” dedicated to ensuring ongoing communication with
consumers and staff during the COVID-19 crisis to respond to consumers’ changing needs. Staff members
inquire about each consumer’s health status and ascertain their needs. For any consumer who has tested
positive for COVID-19 or who has been advised to remain in self-quarantine while they await a test result, OCES
has a process in place to ensure their homecare services are not interrupted and that they have enough food,
adequate medication and home cleaning supplies during that time.
For more information about programs and services visit www.ocesma.org or call (508) 584-1561
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2020 FARMER’S MARKET SEASON
Farmer’s markets are a great way to get fresh tasty produce and support local
farmers. It is also an opportunity to get some fresh air and avoid the over crowded
supermarkets. Wouldn’t you rather stroll amidst outdoor stalls of fresh produce on a
sunny day than roll your cart around a grocery store with artificial lights and piped in
music? Coming to the farmers market makes shopping a pleasure rather than a
chore. Meeting and talking to farmers and food artisans is a great opportunity to
learn more about how and where food is produced. Food at the farmers market is
transported shorter distances and is generally grown using methods that minimize
the impact on the earth. Check out the local Farmer’s Market near you:
1. Brockton Farmers Market at City Hall Plaza every Friday from starting at 10:00
am to 2:00 pm.
2. Plymouth Farmers Market at Mayflower Brewing Company, 12 Resnik Rd,
every Wednesday from 3:00 pm to 6:00pm.
3. Marshfield Farmers Market at Marshfield Fairgrounds order by Wednesday on
virtual site for Friday pick up www.marshfieldfair.org/farmers-market
4. Easton Farmers Market at 591 Depot Street/ Route 123 , every Saturday from
10:00 to 2:00 pm.
5. Kingston Farmers Market at outdoors at the Kingston Collection every Sunday at
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Pre-Orders are available to allow for social distancing.
For information on Farmers Markets near you visit massnrc.org
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Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our
services:
OCES
144 Main Street
Brockton, MA 02301
(508) 584-1561

info@ocesma.org
Visit us on the web at
www.ocesma.org

